CFP Reform Four Key Points.

CFP Reform must meet the following four key points.

1. Reform of the CFP must comply with EU law. Specifically, the legal requirements of the
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), and Council Regulation 2371/2002 on the
conservation and sustainable exploitation of commercial fisheries.

This means that all commercial fish populations must be within safe biological limits, and
exhibit a population age and size distribution indicative of a healthy stock [MSFD requirement].
And, the management of these stocks must observe the precautionary principle, and employ the
ecosystem-based approach to marine management [MSFD/Council Regulation 2371 requirements]
For further details, see MARINET Briefing http://www.marinet.org.uk/rocfp/ocean2012.pdf

2. Fish stocks must be rebuilt from their current depleted levels (due to over-fishing), and must be
restored to somewhere near their historic levels.

The use of Maximum Sustainable Yield ( i.e. the amount that can be caught each year, year on
tear, without damaging the stock’s ability to reproduce itself — effectively, the new name for
“quotas” ) must be referenced to these historic levels, and not the current, depleted levels. We
have defined the concept of historic levels for the North Sea in our Briefing, see
http://www.marinet.org.uk/rocfp/northseal 880-2010.pdf

We must rebuild fish stocks to somewhere approaching historic levels in order to achieve “food
security” — see point 3 below.

3. Food security is the ability of fish stocks to feed us throughout all 12 months of the year.
Currently stocks are so depleted that they meet our requirements for only 6 months. For the
remainder of the year we have to import fish caught from seas elsewhere.

Historically, fish stocks were sufficient to provide us with total food security. This is why we
must reference the management of fish stocks to historic levels. If we do, we can re-establish food
security.

It is essential that catches based on a stock’s Maximum Sustainable Yield are referenced to the
historic levels of those stocks, and not the current depleted levels. If this does not occur fish stocks
will not be rebuilt, and if the stocks are not rebuilt we will be unable to re-establish food security.

Please see the graph at the foot of this page, based on peer-reviewed research undertaken by
MARINET, which illustrates the concept of food security in relation to North Sea fish stocks.
Also, we can only rebuild fish stocks if we use the right management tools i.e. fisheries-based
marine reserves and, when necessary, the setting of catch levels at zero until historically referenced
stock levels are restored — see point 4 below.

4. Fisheries-based marine reserves must be established, centred on the spawning and nursery
grounds of commercial fish stocks. This is the only way to rebuild stocks to somewhere near their
historic levels, and thus achieve food security.

And, most importantly, the fishermen who lose their rights to fish in these areas must be re-
employed as the managers of these reserves so that they may undertake the patrolling of the
reserves, and assist in their monitoring and scientific research. This ensures that these fishermen
have a new income, and have a vested interest in the success of the reserves which, in the long run,
will guarantee fishing for future generations of their families.

See North Sea Food Security Graph, appended below.



Food Security Graph:
North Sea Cod stocks and UK Human population, 1880 to 2010.
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We have prepared our graph which records the North Sea cod population (total stock biomass) for the
period 1880 to 2010 relative to the UK population over the same period. This graph is part of our series of
briefings for EU and UK parliamentarians on the issue of food security within the context of Common
Fisheries Policy Reform.




The size of the cod population (total stock biomass) are estimated figures based largely on landings data
rather than being precise factual measurements. Our key markers in the recording of these population
figures have been the 1880 middle figure in S. Mackinson (2002), the 1918 figure being 2.2 times greater
than the 1914 figure (M. Graham in A. Margetts and S. Holt (1948), the 1946 figure being 2.3 times greater
than the 1939 figure in A. Margetts and S. Holt (1948), and the ICES data since 1960.
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